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INTRODUCTION 
 

Here in Inverclyde Academy we have a proven track record of successfully supporting our pupils into 
positive school leaver destinations.  Key to this success is how we support all of our pupils at important 
times of transition. We are delighted to support our S2 pupils with new opportunities to personalise their 
choices as they move from s2 into s3. 
 
The information in this booklet is designed to help pupils make choices that support them to maximise 
their interests in curricular areas and support them towards that positive destination; Employment, 
Training, Volunteering, College or University. 
 
The Personalisation and Choice Option form is at the end of this booklet. The choice process is explained at 
the top of that page. Pupils are being supported with this process; at assemblies and with advice in their 
Personal and Social Education classes. 
 
 
We hope that the information in this booklet is helpful and fully supports S2 pupils to make key subject 
choices as they move into S3 in May of this year. We wish our pupils every success on the next step of their 

learning journeys. 
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Moving from S2 into S3 - Opportunities for Personalisation and Choice  

 As you move into third year you will have the opportunity to make some curriculum choices that support your interests.  

 In S3 Everyone continues to study: Mathematics (5 periods), English (5 periods), PE (2 periods), RE(1period) and PSE (1 period) 

 You will study all other subjects that you choose for 2 periods per week. 

 In each “Choice column” 1 to 5 you must pick ONE subject. Put a TICK next to each Choice. 

 In the Elective column you pick FOUR other subjects. You can’t pick a subject you have already picked from the “Choice columns” 1 to 5 

 You must also pick TWO reserve choices from the Elective column. List these in order of preference. 
 

Choice 1 
Tick 1 Box 

Choice 2 
Tick 1 Box 

Choice 3 
Tick 1 Box 

Choice 4 
Tick 1 Box 

Choice 5 
Tick 1 Box 

Elective Column 
Make 4 Choices here Tick 4 Boxes 

Reserve Electives 
 

Write the names of your 
back up Elective Choices in 
each box below 

French 
 
Spanish 

Biology 
 
Physics 
 
Chemistry 

Geography 
 
History 
 
Modern Studies 
 
Business  
Management 

Administration 
 
Computing 
 
Graph Comm. 
 
Woodworking 
 
Design & Mft. 

Art & Design 
 
Music 
 
Drama 
 
 
Hospitality 
 
Physical 
Education 

 

Administration         Art & Design 
 
Biology                      Business Management 
 
Chemistry                 Computing 
 
Design & Mft.          Drama 
 
French                       Graph Communication 
 
Geography               History 
 
Hospitality                Music 
 
Modern                     Physical Education 
Studies        
 
Physics                      Spanish 

 
1st Reserve Elective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd  Reserve Elective 
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   DO Choose a subject because     DON’T Choose a subject because 

   you are good at it       your friends are choosing it    X 

 
 
   DO Choose a subject because     DON’T Choose a subject because 

   you enjoy it                                                                       you hope to get a teacher you like       X 
 
 

   DO Choose a subject because it might be  
   useful for a future job or a future  

   opportunity at college or university     

 
 

Do’s Don’ts 
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In third year, pupils opting for 

Biology will be studying “Life 

on Earth”. Lessons comprise a 

combination of practical work 

and in depth knowledge of the 

natural world in which we live. 

Topics covered include 

ecosystems, biodiversity & the 

distribution of life and 

evolution, natural selection & 

adaptation. 

 

In third year, pupils opting for Physics will be 
studying two key areas of physics:  
Waves  All modern communications rely 
upon waves to transfer information globally, 
this unit of work looks at the physics of these 
waves which makes them suitable for this 
purpose.  
Space Starting with the “Big Bang”, what are 
the key areas of our knowledge of the 
universe, how have we discovered this 
knowledge and with possible manned 
missions to Mars in the near future, what 
difficulties do we face exploring space. 
 

 

In third year, pupils opting 

for Chemistry will be 

investigating the rate of 

chemical reactions, 

researching chemical 

structure and calculating the 

amount of products 

produced in chemical 

reactions. 

 

 

Biology 

 

Physics 

 

Chemistry 
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Administration 

 

Quite simply, Geography is about the 

world that we live in. It is unique because 

it covers the social subjects and the 

natural sciences, through both human 

geography and physical geography. 

Physical geography helps you understand 

how natural landscapes are formed and 

the special features of natural 

environments, such as rainforests. 

Human geography studies the places 

where humans live, how human activities 

affects our world, but also how humans 

are affected by the destructive power of 

nature. The study of geography will 

improve your ability to understand 

problems and how to solve them. These 

skills are great for any kind of career. 

 

History is the story of everything that 

people have ever done on our planet. 

It is a story full of world changing 

events that have either destroyed lives 

or changed human cultures, lifestyles 

and beliefs. History is important 

because by understanding our past and 

where we came from we will better 

understand what is happening now, 

and even decide what might happen in 

the future. History will improve your 

language skills by helping you to 

communicate your understanding of 

different viewpoints and the impact of 

human actions. The study of History is 

a doorway leading to a wide variety of 

jobs. 

 

Modern Studies is a subject unique to 

Scottish secondary schools. It is the study 

of recent local, national and international 

issues that affect the lives of individuals, 

groups or countries. It looks at what 

people must have to survive and develop, 

and how some suffer through crime and 

inequalities. You will learn what freedoms 

we are entitled to, but how these are 

affected by the decisions of individuals, 

groups and governments. Modern Studies 

will improve your ability to understand 

issues through research and debate. It will 

also improve your skills of communication. 

Modern Studies prepares you for any 

career.  

 

Geography 

 

History 

 

Modern Studies 
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Business Management 

 
The transferable skills you learn from Business Management are in 

high demand by employers. Skills include understanding how an 

organisation operates, communication, decision making, numeracy 

and presenting – just to name a few. Business students have a wide 

variety of career choices and have the aptitude required to work in 

any industry.        

         

Business graduates in professional jobs earn on average £5,886 more than those in a 

non-professional job! 
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Do you enjoy practical work? This is a 

workshop based course which largely 

involves working with hand tools and 

machines and includes a short period 

of writing a logbook. Learners 

develop safe working practices, 

problem solving skills and an 

understanding of sustainability issues 

while measuring, marking out and 

manufacturing items from wood.  

 

Practical Woodworking 

 In an age of technological advancements 

we are increasingly surrounded by clever 

graphics in our everyday lives.  From 

online content including electronic 

magazines and advertisements to 

billboards and product packaging it is clear 

this is an emerging industry. In this course 

we examine the use of Preliminary, 

Production and Promotional Graphics and 

develop skills associated with Graphic 

Design, Architecture and Engineering 

while also considering the impact on 

society. Classroom only. 

 

Combine creative and practical skills 

with knowledge of materials and 

manufacturing processes to solve 

problems in this course. Develop 

design proposals to meet a brief and 

make models of your ideas. Learn 

how to evaluate products and 

recognise design factors at work. 

You will use both the classroom and 

the workshop in your coursework. 

 

Design and Manufacturing 

 

Graphic Communication 
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S3 Computing Science will give you 
the opportunity to develop 
your skills and knowledge of 
Computing Science including how 
to design and create Databases, 3D 
Computer Games and mobile Apps. 
 

Computing 

 

Administration 

 
Want to be a Microsoft whizz kid - then Administration is for you! Learn 

how to use the Microsoft packages to perfection, a transferrable skill 

you can use in all other subject areas and every career path you 

pick.  You will develop excellent skills in Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, E-mail, Internet, E-dairy and more.  

 

French 

 
Pupils studying French in S3 will complete the Modern Languages 
for Life and Work Award (French) through units on Employability, 
Technology and Media, including the film 'Les Choristes', building 
on the groundwork of S1 & S2 whilst also laying the foundations 
to continue studying French into S4 (N4 or N5). 
 
 
 
 

Spanish 

 
Pupils studying Spanish in S3 will complete the Modern 
Languages for Life and Work Award (Spanish) through units 
on Leisure, Healthy Lifestyles and Shopping, building on the 
groundwork of S1 & S2 whilst also laying the foundations to 
continue studying Spanish into S4 (N4 or N5).  
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Drama 

 
The S3 Drama course allows pupils to 
continue to develop their skills after 
completing the S1 and S2 BGE Drama 
courses.  Pupils will generate and 
communicate thoughts and ideas 
when creating a piece of drama from a 
stimulus and develop their script-
writing skills.  Pupils will perform and 
evaluate their work regularly.  They 
will also develop their knowledge, 
understanding and the use of a range 
of production skills including costume, 
props and sound.  Pupils will be 
required to work both individually and 
in groups.  Through a range of units 
pupils will also develop their 
knowledge of drama theory. 
      

      

    

Business graduates in professional jobs earn on 

average £5,886 more than those in a non-

professional job! 

Music 

 
Music allows learners to develop a range 
of practical, listening and creative skills 
through 3 main elements.  These include 
Performing, Understanding Music and 
Composing.  During the course, pupils will 
focus their learning on their 2 chosen 
instruments and prepare a programme of 
music throughout the year.   In addition to 
this, pupils will learn to critically reflect on 
excerpts of music through listening; 
discussion; analysing; and evaluating.  This 
will prepare them to create their own 
musical composition using instruments or 
ICT resources. 
      

      

    

Business graduates in professional jobs earn on 

average £5,886 more than those in a non-professional 

job! 

 

Art & Design 

Whatever you choose to do when you leave 
school, your life will be influenced and 
enriched by the work of Artists and 
Designers.  Buying clothes and accessories, 
decorating your home, watching films, all 
involve visual appreciation.  If you choose 
to study Art & Design in S3 you will work on 
two major projects, one Expressive and one 
Design.  These projects will help to develop 
not only your own skills and aesthetic 
awareness but also an understanding and 
appreciation of the work of others. 
It is hoped that pupils choosing to study Art 
& Design, will have already demonstrated a 
good level of ability or an interest in 
developing their creativity and presentation 
skills.  
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Hospitality 

Health and Food Technology qualifications provide 
opportunities to study the relationships between 
health, nutrition, the functional properties of food, 
lifestyle choices and consumer issues. These 
Courses develop an awareness of informed food 
and dietary choices that can have a positive effect 
on the health of learners and enable them to 
advise others. Learners also develop a range of 
skills and applications of food preparation 
techniques.  
This course combines both theory and practical 
work. 
 

Physical 

Education 

 Within the Physical Education course you will be involved in 
developing your own performance through the identification of factors 
such as physical, social, mental and emotional which impact your 
performance. You will gather data from a number of activities such as 
hockey, basketball and badminton and use this information to create 
training sessions to improve your overall performance. You will focus 
throughout the year on developing your fitness, skill level and 
knowledge of the theory surrounding PE.  
           

     


